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EU Experts Accessed Experience of Kyrgyzstan in Drug Prevention

Bishkek (July 30, 2015) – Experts from the European Union assessed the level of drug prevention in the country within the sixth phase of the Central Asia Drug Action Programme (CADAP), funded by the European Union and implemented by a Consortium of the EU Member States led by Deutsche Gesellschaft Zusammensrbeit GmbH (GIZ).


The assessment mission involved recognized experts from Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, the Czech Republic and Poland. After they visited hospitals and university departments, ministries and agencies, met with security officials and representatives of HIV and drug-service NGOs, heads of international organisations, studied the relevant documents and witnessed the drug situation, they were convinced that Kyrgyzstan's drug policy is well-balanced.

Along with strict measures of legal responsibility for serious drug crimes - sales of drugs, drug trafficking, smuggling, harm reduction programmes are active as well, facilitating the process of drug addicts’ access to medical institutions, maintenance therapy, as well as psychologists’ and social workers’ assistance.

In prisons, anyone who wishes to give up not only drugs, but alcohol and tobacco, along with treatment, get access to "Atlantis" Centres, where adequate psycho-social assistance and support is rendered. The so called "Clean Zones" where drug addicts who decided to quit drugs receive social assistance does not have analogues in the former Soviet Union.

The one of the “missing” elements in Kyrgyzstan’s drug policy is primary prevention, which is specific work with those who have not yet started using drugs or just experimenting with them. Classroom studies or lectures of juvenile affairs inspectorates and occasional lectures of narcologists are unable to fill in this niche. The country needs a Government-supported policy of drug prevention and prevention of substance use, especially among young people.
The EU experts intend to assist in the solution of this problem in the framework of the sixth phase of CADAP. The country will also be introducing the most advanced treatment methods for addictions, including increasing multidrug abuse, when in addition to heroin, spices, medicinal drugs in combination with alcohol, and even simple inhalants - glue, gasoline and household solvents are being used by young people. 
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CADAP plans to assist in the retraining of drug treatment specialists, nurses, improving skills of social workers and psychologists who work with drug addicts.

Under CADAP, promotion of the most modern models of drug policy, the institutionalization of the process of collection, processing and use of data on the drug situation will also be continued taking into account local features, traditions and mentality.

Aleksandr Zelichenko,

CADAP-6 National Coordinator for Kyrgyzstan 
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The overall objective of the sixth phase of CADAP is to strengthen the capacity of the five Central Asian countries in drug action in the region in a comprehensive, integrative and sustainable manner. 

For more information, please contact Ms. Asel Sekimova, CADAP Public Relations Professional, by phone (996 770) 444 068, or e-mail: asel.sekimova@giz.de 
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CADAP is impremented by a Consortium of the EU Member States led by Deutsche Gesellschaft Zusammensrbeit GmbH (GIZ)

	This project is funded by the European Union
Delegation of the European Union to the Kyrgyz Republic 

21 Erkindik Boulevard, Business Centre Orion, 5th floor
Bishkek, 720040, Kyrgyz Republic

Telephone: +996 312 26 10 00
Fax: +996 312 26 10 07

E-mail: delegation-kyrgyzstan@eeas.europa.eu 
Website:http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/kyrgyzstan
Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/eudelkg

	The European Union is made up of 28 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 60 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders.
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